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Marine Safety Update – June 2018 

 
AMSA Takeover National Marine Safety Management from 1st July 2018 
 
From 1st July 2018, the Australian Marine Safety Management Authority (AMSA) will 
takeover sole responsibility for marine management of commercial vessels in Australia, 
including all fishing vessels. 
 
AMSA has several communications options for vessel owners, skipper or crew. 
  
Access services online – www.amsa.gov.au - has a variety of new features and 
information. From July 2018 you’ll be able to transact online at a time that suits you. Find 
self-service tools and resources to help keep you up to date with your safety obligations.  
 

Talk to a Person - AMSA Connect (1800 627 484) – operators will be available from 8am 
to 5pm (Western Standard Time) so you can talk to one of their highly skilled customer 

service team when you need to. They will answer most of your questions on the spot or 
refer you to AMSA’s technical operators for more complex questions.  
 
They will also guide you through application processes, take payments, and book 
assessments for tickets.  
 
Visit in person - Regional services will be available from one of 19 AMSA offices around 
Australia. Staff will be on hand to give you technical advice and assist you with your safety 
management systems. They’ll also conduct higher-level assessments and perform 
compliance and enforcement activities.  
 
WA: Tel 08 9430 2100 / Level 3, No.3 Cantonment Street, Fremantle WA 6959 
 
To understand how to access your historical records from the WA Department of Transport 
(Marine) go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/transition-national-
system/western-australia-changes-domestic-commercial-vessel 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Seafood Training Package – Review of Qualifications and Units of Competency 
 
Development work is underway to review and update qualifications and units of competency 
from the SFI11 Seafood Industry Training Package. This work is being undertaken as 
part of two projects (links below): 
 

• Aquaculture, Fishing Operations and Biosecurity Project  
• Seafood Post Harvest Project 

 
Face-to-face consultation workshops to seek feedback on the draft qualifications and 
units are planned for July and August 2018, with webinars planned for those unable to 
attend in person.  
 
Workshops will be held across Australia, giving stakeholders an opportunity to have 
their say about the changes proposed.  

• 25 July 2018  9:00 – 12:00 – Broome, WA  (register here) 
• 26 July 2018   9:00 – 12:00 – Perth, WA  (register here) 

Draft documents will be available at the links above in July.  

 

http://www.amsa.gov.au/
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/transition-national-system/western-australia-changes-domestic-commercial-vessel
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/transition-national-system/western-australia-changes-domestic-commercial-vessel
https://www.skillsimpact.com.au/aquaculture-and-wild-catch/training-package-projects/draft-aquaculture-fishing-operations-biosecurity-project/
https://www.skillsimpact.com.au/aquaculture-and-wild-catch/training-package-projects/draft-seafood-post-harvest-project/
https://skillsimpact.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2281c3aa61660e99d343ac368&id=8f59448dd3&e=72e33952e0
https://skillsimpact.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2281c3aa61660e99d343ac368&id=06d6b8a0d9&e=72e33952e0
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What are the Accident Reporting Obligations on a Vessel Owner or Master 

Under the Navigation Act, the owner or master of a DCV must make the reports mentioned 
below, if the DCV is involved in, or causes, a marine incident that involves one or more of the 
following: 

• the death of a person 

• serious injury to a person 

• the loss of a vessel 

• the loss of a person from the vessel 

• significant damage to a vessel 

• loss of cargo of a vessel. 

Under the Marine Safety (Domestic Commercial Vessel) National Law Act 2012, the owner 
or master of a fishing vessel must report a marine incident that has affected, or is likely to 
affect, the safety, operation or seaworthiness of the vessel. 

A preliminary report must be made to AMSA within 4 hours after the master/owner 
becomes aware of the incident, and by using the incident alert form 18. 

An additional detailed report must then be made to AMSA within 72 hours after the 

master/owner becomes aware of the incident, and by using the incident report form 19. 
 
More information go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/incident-reporting/what-
are-my-reporting-obligations 
 

 

Options for Minimum Crewing Changes for Fishing Vessels 

AMSA recently consulted industry on the proposed changes to certificates of operation 
(Marine Order 504). Consultation closed in May 2018. 

Two options were proposed for changing crewing requirements to empower the operator to 
determine the appropriate crew for their vessel. 

Option 1 - would allow you to operate a vessel with the minimum crewing specified in Marine 
Order 504 if you determined that it would be safe to do so, having conducted and 
documented appropriate crewing evaluation. 

Option 2 - would allow you to operate a vessel with the minimum crewing specified in Marine 
Order 504 if all of the following criteria are met—smooth waters, no passengers, voyage <12 
hours—and you determined that it would be safe to do so having conducted and documented 
appropriate crewing evaluation. 

It is important to note that under both Option 1 and Option 2, the focus was to ensure the 
operator considered the appropriate crewing evaluation first and foremost. 

AMSA found that most industry submissions favoured Option 1 on the basis that it provided 
operators with the flexibility to determine appropriate crewing. AMSA will now implement 
Option 1. 

https://www.amsa.gov.au/forms/incident-alert
https://www.amsa.gov.au/forms/incident-report
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/incident-reporting/what-are-my-reporting-obligations
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/incident-reporting/what-are-my-reporting-obligations
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This option is also in line with the national safety system focus to move towards performance 
based rather than prescriptive regulation placing the responsibility on the operator based on 
risk assessment principles.  

AMSA will be developing new guidance materials on how to work out appropriate crewing 
arrangements for your vessel and will support owners and masters in making sure they have 
the right people on board to manage the risks.  

AMSA is also updating guidance material on Safety Management Systems and preparing to 
run safety management system workshops in the near future. 

The proposed crewing changes will only apply to new vessels. Vessels operating under 
grandfathered crewing arrangements may choose to continue to operate with the same 
amount of crew they currently do. Temporary crewing permits will also be available on 
application. 

AMSA anticipates the arrangements to be in place when the new Marine Order 504 
commences on 1 July 2018. 

More info go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/news-and-media-releases/appropriate-
crewing-your-operation-under-marine-order-504 

 

What are Current and Future Skills Needed in the Fishing Industry? 

The Federal government is kicking off a series of industry skills forums across the country to 
explore current and future skill needs.  

The forums will provide the opportunity to directly shape the skills and workforce priorities in 
the maritime industry, including fishing. 

Fishing industry members are encouraged to attend to: 
• Discuss barriers and opportunities to develop and recruit skilled employees – now 

and for the future 
• Influence the development of world class qualifications 

• Learn about current strategies targeting workforce development 

• Reveal emerging skill needs for your industry 

• Engage with industry leaders 
 
Future-skilling our people will be critical for industry and educators as the global environment 
evolves and emerging technologies impact job requirements. There are always challenges to 
ensure business can access a sustainable, flexible workforce with high-quality skills. 
 
These industry skills forums are a central platform in intelligence gathering activity and will 
allow identification of industry skill needs, now and into the future to assist with skills training. 
 
The forums will be held in each State and Territory, kicking off in in early August. Details on 
when and where the events will take place will be communicated shortly. 
 
To register your interest for this free event, please complete the Expression of Interest 
registration form.  
 
Any questions: enquiries@australianindustrystandards.org.au 

 

https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/news-and-media-releases/appropriate-crewing-your-operation-under-marine-order-504
https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/news-and-media-releases/appropriate-crewing-your-operation-under-marine-order-504
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oSjQ-Z7N7Eablnip0kjuX7jybmWEVzBDr-z7cdVacgFUMUsyVzRBT0I4RFRUQ1RFN0pDUExXOTVMNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oSjQ-Z7N7Eablnip0kjuX7jybmWEVzBDr-z7cdVacgFUMUsyVzRBT0I4RFRUQ1RFN0pDUExXOTVMNi4u
mailto:enquiries@australianindustrystandards.org.au
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Project SeSAFE now Online 
 
This project is a collaboration between Austral Fisheries and the FRDC providing initial 
funding to develop this initiative to increase awareness and improve the safety culture of the 
Australian fishing industry through a specially designed Learning Management System.  
 
The project has received significant buy-in from peak industry bodies, AMSA and many parts 
of wider fishing industry industry.  
 
The project details and learning Management System can now be found online at  
http://sesafe.frdc.com.au/. 
 
The project is looking to design and trial an electronic Learning Management System (LMS) 
in the Northern Prawn Fishery, and up to three other Australian commercial fisheries.  By 
monitoring the uptake, utility, and determine feedback on ease of use and applicability of the 
system from the trials will help to make necessary modifications before distribution to the 
wider industry. 
 
The project will also facilitate further development of 'fishery specific' modules to improve 
efficiency of the program and direct relevance to specific fisheries/sectors and/or agencies. 
 
The project is managed by Steve Eayres (smartfishing1@hotmail.com) with WAFIC and 
FRDC providing support services. 
  

 
What Does ‘Grandfathering’ of a Fishing Vessel Mean to You? 
 
The ALP (Rudd) government introduced in 2008 a range of policy initiatives to streamline 
major government transport management and infrastructure arrangements across Australia 
to reduce red tape, reduce cost and maintain services. This was obviously focused on rail, 
road and air but in the broadbrush of the transport portfolio, it also included marine safety. 
 
In 2009 the Commonwealth and State governments agreed to appoint the Australian Marine 
Safety Authority (AFMA) as the national regulator for marine safety. Part of the agreement 
was that State marine authorities would continue to manage and deliver services under a 
single set of legislation directed by AMSA. This approach would streamline the myriad 
differing rules and allow seamless recognition of vessel operations and crew certifications 
across state boundaries.  
 
Following extensive consultations with industry between 2010 - 2012 the national system 
commenced under the Marine Safety (Domestic Commercial Vessel) National Law Act 
(2012) on 1st July 2013. 
 
How did a Vessel get Grandfather status? 
As part of the transition to the new National marine safety management system all 
governments’ agreed to allow existing vessels in operation as at 1st July 2013 to continue 
operating under the survey requirements that existed before the new introduction of the new 
National System. 
 

This was labeled as ‘grandfathering’ arrangements. The rules about grandfathering can be 
found in Marine Order 503 (s18) and can be found at:  
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/regulations-and-standards-vessels/marine-
order-503-certificates-survey-national 

 
‘Grandfathering’ is not a new concept and is used in general day-to-day activities to assist 

http://sesafe.frdc.com.au/
mailto:smartfishing1@hotmail.com
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/regulations-and-standards-vessels/marine-order-503-certificates-survey-national
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/regulations-and-standards-vessels/marine-order-503-certificates-survey-national
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the transition from an old to a new way of doing things. This might mean grandfathering 
lease agreements for a building over a period of time to let them run the course of the 
business arrangement before requiring the owner to take up the new rules for the next lease. 
 
Under the new National marine safety arrangements grandfathering was introduced to save 
existing vessel operators from having to invest immediately in the cost to bring their vessels 
into line with new vessel construction/stability standards and safety and equipment 
requirements under the new rules. 
 

Under grandfathering status a vessel must continue to comply with the construction and 
stability standards that applied to the vessel when it was last surveyed prior to 1 July 2013. 

 
Vessel Safety Equipment Standards are Not Grandfathered 
Grandfathering does not exempt a vessel owner from having to comply with the general 
safety duties of an owner set out in the new national laws including the requirement to 
develop and implement a safety management system (SMS) to cover the vessel’s operations 
(see NSCV Part E/Marine Order 504).  
 
Under initial regulatory plans for the new National system discussed during early 
consultations, AMSA made it clear that safety equipment standards were NOT to be 
grandfathered.  
 

From 1st January 2018 the safety equipment on all owners of existing grandfathered vessels 
will need to start upgrading to contemporary safety equipment standards triggered on 
occurrence of a certain event (eg next periodic survey).  
 
Go to NSCV Part C (7A) to check what safety equipment is required for your vessel: 
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/regulations-and-standards-vessels/national-
standard-commercial-vessels 

 
What Happens if a Vessel Loses Grandfather Status? 
A vessel may lose it’s grandfathering status if the vessel’s operations are changed to an 
area outside the geographical restrictions that apply to the vessel’s current Certificate of 
Survey or Certificate of Operation.  
 
A vessel may lose it’s grandfathering status if it is altered/modified to such an extent that it is 
deemed to be a ‘new vessel’ (ie it no longer complies with the construction and stability 
standards applied at it’s last renewal survey). If deemed a ‘new vessel’ by a surveyor the 
vessel may need to be surveyed under the new national laws. 
 
Alterations or modifications may include (see AMSA Guidance Note 830 [January 2014]): 

• any additions to, or removals from, the hull, superstructure or gear on any vessel,  

• removing, repositioning or modifying any portion of fixed ballast,  

• removing or adding lifting equipment, trawl apparatus, net reels, refrigeration 
equipment, fish or any other tanks,  

• fitting additional fuel or water tanks,  

• repairs to areas which affect primary structure and the watertight integrity of the 
vessel - including the fitting to, or creating of a penetration through, a deck or 

watertight bulkhead   
 

An AMSA accredited marine surveyor vessel will assess any alterations/modifications to a 
vessel. If deemed to be substantial changes to the construction/stability aspects of the vessel 
from that currently outlined in the Certificate of survey and Certificate of Operation the vessel 
will be considered either a ‘transitional vessel’ or a ‘new vessel’ and subject to different 
survey rules. 

 
 

https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/regulations-and-standards-vessels/national-standard-commercial-vessels
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/regulations-and-standards-vessels/national-standard-commercial-vessels
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What is Transitional Vessel Status? 
From 1 January 2018 owners are allowed to make certain alterations/modifications to their 
existing grandfathered vessel without having to meet all the standards that apply to a 'new 
vessel'.  
 
Eligible vessels will become a 'transitional vessel'. The amendment provides an alternative 
more flexible set of rules for ‘existing vessels’ that may be triggered when modifications take 
place to an grandfathered vessel but not to the extent that there is need to move to a 
complete new vessel survey status.  
 
A transitional vessel is required to meet, either:  

• the standards contained in Table 1 of Schedule 2, of Marine Order 503; or  

• the latest version of the standards for new vessels (usually NSCV), set out in     
section 4(2) of Marine Order 503.  

Go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/regulations-and-standards-
vessels/marine-order-503-existing-vessel-transitional 

 

 
AMSA Reduces Frequency of Vessel Surveys – Commences July 2018 
 
AMSA has changed the frequency for fishing vessel surveys. The changes follow significant 
consultation with industry by AMSA on the future approach to vessel survey regimes over 
recent years.  
 
In early June 2018, AMSA will begin contacting vessel owners who hold a Certificate of 
Survey to let you know what the new vessel survey frequency regime changes mean for you. 
The new certificates will have the same expiry date as the existing certificate, but will be 
aligned with the updated survey schedules that will be delivered by the revision of Marine 
Order 503 that will come into force on 1 July 2018. 

A guidance paper can be found at:  
https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/consultations/survey-regime-consultation 
 
The amendments will simplify regulations and introduce vessel survey requirements that are 
better aligned with risk. When implemented, AFMA estimates the changes will result in savings 
to industry of approximately $150 million over the next decade. 
 
The amendments to vessel survey arrangements include: 

• determining a reduction in survey frequency on a vessel-by-vessel basis; 

• flexibility to reduce the number of ‘out-of-water’ surveys required where safety risks are 
managed through other measures (eg safety management systems, training etc);  

• aligning ‘out-of-water’ surveys with other vessel maintenance activities. 
 
The new scheme will provide an incentive for operators to pro-actively manage vessel safety 
and maintenance. It will enable survey frequency to be tailored to each individual vessel 
based on their performance during the period of time between surveys. AMSA will identify 
when an individual vessel will be eligible to move to a reduced survey frequency or meet a 
more onerous survey requirements. The policy is expected to take into account: 
 

• evidence of a planned maintenance strategy that has been implemented 
(documented records of inspection and maintenance);   

• none (or few) notices or deficiencies during survey and compliance monitoring 
activities; and 

https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/regulations-and-standards-vessels/marine-order-503-existing-vessel-transitional
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/regulations-and-standards-vessels/marine-order-503-existing-vessel-transitional
https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/consultations/survey-regime-consultation
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• independent certification of the operation’s SMS (eg. ISM Code, ISO 9001 or AS 
4801 certification). 

  
The new approach will be implemented over time, once AMSA has sufficient survey and 
compliance monitoring data. The vast majority of vessels will see a significant reduction in 
vessel survey requirements during 2018. 
    
Should you have any queries or comments about the proposed amendments please feel free 
to contact Clare East, Manager, AMSA Maritime Regulation at clare.east@amsa.gov.au 
 

AMSA Sets Out Proposed Annual Levy Arrangements for 1st July 2018 
 
In December 2017 the Australian governments (State and Commonwealth) announced they 
have agreed to provide over $102.4 million to support industry in transitioning to a national 
marine safety management service under the Australian Marine Safety Authority (AMSA).  
(WAFIC News December 2017) 

To assist industry understanding of the proposed cost recovery levy model included within 
the announcement, AMSA has an information page on their website for owners and 
operators information. 

https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/domestic-commercial-vessels/cost-recovery-
levy-national-system 

AMSA has published a levy table on their website, together with more details about the 
services that AMSA will provided when they takeover full management responsibility of 
marine safety management across Australia from 1st July 2018. 
AMSA has also included how they have responded to industry’s feedback following the 2016 
levy consultation. 
 
The published table sets out the proposed annual levy for the first five (5) years commencing 
with a ‘zero levy’ in 2018-19. The ‘zero levy’ reflects the first year of the 10 years government 
funding support announced in December 2017. 
 
The table then goes on to show the proposed annual levy charges from the 2019/20 through 
to 2022/23 incorporating the government funding support. (Note: The annual services costs 
include an indicative 2.5% CPI increase for each year. The costs of administering the 
national system and the levy will be subject to a full financial review in 2020/21).  
 
Minor refinements to the fees for services will be made to reflect adjustments to costs for 
some business processes. AMSA will publish these on the website once they receive the 
necessary approvals.  
 
It is important to note that the levy is subject to legislation being passed by the Australian 
Parliament. The Bill for the AMSA annual levy is expected to be introduced into parliament in 
2018. 
 

 
 
What’s stopping you from protecting yourself, your family or your mates?  

This is a project exploring the barriers to industry embracing safety and generating a stronger 
safety culture in the wild catch commercial fishing industry.  

To begin the project wants to understand what is preventing industry to modify its approach 
to embrace improvements to work health and safety outcomes for fishers. 
 

mailto:clare.east@amsa.gov.au
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/domestic-commercial-vessels/cost-recovery-levy-national-system
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/domestic-commercial-vessels/cost-recovery-levy-national-system
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Complete the survey!  The project needs anyone who works in the fishing industry to fill out 
the survey. As many people as possible in all parts of the industry need to get involved and 
undertake the survey.  If you want to tell us about a particular issue or experience, please 
use the comments box at the end of the survey.  
 
Go to survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Keeping_you_and_your_mates_safe 
 
How's my information going to be used?  After everyone has completed the survey, we will 
be pulling all the data together, so individual responses are not able to be identified. At no 
time will your information be used to identify you as an individual. From this information we 
are aiming to develop a trial of better ways to ensure a safer work environment in the fishing 
industry. 
 
How do I find out about the results? If you would like to receive information on the results of 
the survey and/or participate in any follow up survey(s), please include your contact details at 
the end of this survey (which is on a separate sheet). 
 
Contact for this project is Kate Brooks, KAL Analysis kate@kalanalysis.com.au 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Keeping_you_and_your_mates_safe
mailto:kate@kalanalysis.com.au

