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Improved Industry Access to National Marine Safety Legislation 
 
AMSA has relocated the national law Regulations and Standards section on their website 
based on stakeholder feedback that the previous location was confusing.	
 	
This is the first step in a series of changes AMSA is making to the website. Other changes 
include:	

•									Simplifying the display of current and superseded versions of standards and 
exemptions	

•									Improving the cross referencing of regulations with their related guidance material	
•									Improving the layout and grouping of information 
 

The national law Regulations and Standards can now be found at 
https://www.amsa.gov.au/about/regulations-and-standards	
 
 
 
AMSA Releases New Safety Management System Guidelines 

Safety management systems (SMS) ensure commercial vessels are maintained and 
operated safely.  

If you own or operate a commercial fishing vessel (including those under the AMSA 
‘grandfathered’ arrangements) you are required by law to implement and maintain an 
SMS for your specific vessel. This includes vessels that are exempt from needing a 
certificate of operation. 

Safety management systems need to cover key elements such as safe operating 
procedures, the qualifications and training of the vessel’s crew, vessel maintenance, 
emergency procedures, practice drills at sea, workplace health and safety considerations 
and a commitment to continuous improvement. 

At any time, your SMS may be assessed by AMSA inspectors boarding your vessel, as 
part of your obligations under the general safety duty obligations within the national 
maritime safety legislation. 

A vessel may be restricted from going to sea should an inspection find problems with any 
part of an operator’s obligations (including an SMS) under the general safety duty obligations 
within the national maritime safety legislation. 

To have a look at the guidelines go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/domestic-
commercial-vessels/safety-management-systems/guidelines-safety-management 

A template safety management system is also available for vessel operators to use to 
develop there own vessel specific SMS. Go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-
operators/domestic-commercial-vessels/safety-management-systems/templates-safety-
management 

 



Proposal to Decommission Navigation aids at Onslow, Rottnest and Carnarvon 
 

The WA Department of Transport (DoTWA) is responsible for developing and maintaining an 
extensive network of navigation aids within WA waters to provide safe passage for 
recreational and commercial vessels.  
 
Operators whose vessels navigate waters off Onslow, Rottnest Island or Carnarvon are 
being asked to advise if they still use particular navigation aids in these areas. 
 
DoTWA are considering decommissioning three aids to navigation: 

• Beadon Point ‘rear lead’;  
• Bathurst Point lighthouse; and,  
• Babbage Island Light. 

 
Informal discussions between DoTWA and local marine and fishing groups in each location 
indicates the aids are no longer required for safe navigation and could be decommissioned. 
In the case of the Bathurst Point lighthouse the proposal was only to decommission the ‘light’ 
while the historic lighthouse would be maintained in line with heritage requirements. 
 
In recent times DoT has enhanced navigation around Rottnest Island with upgrades and new 
installations especially around the north eastern and eastern ends of the Island where the 
bulk of boating and on water activities take place.  
 
At Onslow, the tower and light known as the ‘rear lead’, built in 1926 to help ships navigate to 
the jetty at Beadon Point is recommended for removal. The front lead has already been 
decommissioned leaving the ‘rear lead’ with no purpose for safe navigation and there is now 
safe access to Onslow through the well-marked Beadon Creek channel. 
 
The Babbage Island light at Carnarvon was used as a landfall beacon by ships transiting to 
One Mile Jetty. However, the jetty is no longer in use and vessels visiting the town now gain 
access via the lit navigational channel to the south. 
	
Comments detailing current usage of the navigation aids and views on possible 
decommissioning can be forwarded via an online survey at 
www.transport.wa.gov.au/navigationaids  
 
 
 
NT Worksafe Alert after Sea Snake Bite Kills Deckhand 
 
In October 2018, a worker on board a prawn trawler operating in the Gulf of Carpentaria died 
after being bitten on the hand by a sea snake. At the time of the incident, the worker was 
folding the emptied trawl nets being lowered by a hoist.  
 
The snake was still in the nets when the worker was bitten. The snake was picked up and 
thrown overboard by a co-worker.  
 
The bitten worker said to co-workers he was fine and therefore there was a short delay 
before he was immobilised, first aid applied and emergency evacuation requested. The 
worker died later that day. 
 
The worker was not wearing any personal protective equipment (PPE) against potential sea 
snake bites or stings from other marine creatures.  
 
The trawler’s safety management system did not include an appropriate procedure to 
manage the risk of snake bites or other marine stings.  
 
The NT Worksafe has produced a safety alert. Go to: 



http://www.worksafe.nt.gov.au/PDF%20Conversion/safety-alert-managing-the-risk-of-sea-
snake-bites-in-the-fishing-aquaculture-industry.pdf 
 
 
AMSA Releases Plan for Changes to Regulatory Arrangements 

AMSA has released their annual regulatory plan for 2018-19 which provides details of 
planned changes to regulatory instruments, such as marine orders and standards for 
commercial vessels, to make it easier for business and the community to take participate in 
the development of those instruments. 

The regulatory plans contain information on: 

• legislative or other action planned for the current financial year that could lead to 
changes in business regulation. 

• a five (5) year outlook of future action, including specific industry issues, international 
developments, priorities for standards and legislative expiry. 

• changes to business regulation that occurred during the previous financial year. 

To review the regulatory changes in 2017/18 and the date of effect of that change go to 
https://www.amsa.gov.au/about-us/corporate-publications/regulatory-plan-completed-
program-2017-18 

AMSA publishes an annual regulatory plan early in each financial year. There may be some 
regulatory activities that are unable to be forecast however these will involve consultation 
with affected parties and will be recorded in future regulatory plans. 

For 2018-19 the main regulatory planned changes affecting fishing vessels are: 
• Marine Order 503 (Certificates of survey) 2018 - to apply float-free EPIRB 

requirements to certain kinds of new, transitional and existing vessels required to be 
in survey. 

• Marine Order 505 (Certificates of competency) 2013 - review to simplify the 
qualifications framework and incorporate NSCV Part D. 

• NSCV Part C7A (Safety Equipment) - review medical kit guidance notes in view of 
codeine becoming prescription-only medication. Deal with any outstanding issues 
from ‘transitional’ changes to require all vessels to comply with contemporary safety 
equipment standard. 
 

Go to https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/news-and-media-releases/2018-19-annual-
regulatory-plan 
 

AMSA Getting On With The Job 

On 1st July 2018 the management of national marine safety in Australia was centralized 
within the Australian Safety Management Authority (AMSA). Since the commencement date 
over 50,000 phone calls have been directed through the newly established customer service 
process - ‘AMSA Connect’. 

AMSA inspectors have conducted over 100 vessel inspections around the WA coastline 
since 1st July 2018 

 

and plan to do a further 200+ before the end of 2019. Whilst the 
emphasis is on education in the early period of the new system some anomalies found 
resulted in ‘improvement notices’ being issued. 

AMSA has taken over from the individual state marine authorities and is now responsible for 
all processing of applications including certificates of survey and competency tickets for 
skippers and engineers.  



State marine authorities delivered to AMA over 1600 applications that were still ‘work in 
progress’. AMSA is processing applications in less than three (3) weeks and, where there is 
a delay, issuing temporary operating permits to allow operations to commence faster.  

The main delay is caused by gaps in data resulting in errors in correspondence and 
notifications. AMSA has established a dedicated team to improve the quality of the data. If, 
as a vessel operator, you receive correspondence/notifications within correct information 
please contact AMSA by emailing dataverification@amsa.gov.au. 

AMSA is in the process of bolstering the Vessel Safety Unit (VSU) with the employment of 
two additional Senior Naval Architects. One of these positions will most likely be based in 
Fremantle.  

AMSA advises that the benefit of a single management agency approach is delivering 
services more efficiently. Already the following fees have been reduced: 

• Application for a new certificate of survey – now $366 
• Application to renew an existing certificate – now $206 

 

What are the Vessels of the Future? 

AMSA is currently mapping out a short, medium and longer-term strategic approach to the 
regulation of ‘autonomous’ domestic commercial vessels.  

Within the next five years, AMSA anticipates to be better positioned in their management of 
marine safety to cater for the emerging role of autonomous vessels around the world.  

AMSA will work with industry to understand the application of these vessels and the safety 
and environmental implications of their operation in Australian waters. It is anticipated that 
legislative change will be required in order for AMSA to appropriately deal with autonomous 
vessels. 

This raises some questions:  
• Will minimum safe crewing rules still apply or be scrapped altogether?  
• Navigation safety - what constitutes a safe watch if there is no crew?  
• Liability - if an autonomous vessel is in an incident how is liability apportioned without 

a human to be at fault?  

The International Maritime Organisation will also develop a position on the regulation of 
autonomous vessels operating across international waters. AMSA will look to apply that 
position to remain consistent with Australia’s international treaty obligations. 

Fully ‘electric’ vessels already exist but raise safety management issues such as fire risk, 
battery storage, emergency backup. 

 

Clarification Around Displaying Vessel Unique Identifiers 

There has been some confusion for current vessel owners over what identifier markings 
need to be displayed on their vessel. 

If your vessel had a vessel identifier issued/approved by your state marine safety 
management agency prior to July 2018 and it remains displayed on the vessel – then this 
identifier may continue to be displayed on the vessel indefinitely. 



 

 
 


