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New Year Safety Resolutions 
 
January each year is a time for making New Year resolutions. 
 
What better time to make some vessel safety resolutions! 
 
The new AMSA authorities will be visiting every vessel in WA in the near future and 
they will be asking you how your vessel is dealing with all the basic things raised in 
the questions above. Where a deficiency exists the owner may be asked to show 
cause as to why their vessel should not be prohibited from going to sea until the 
deficiencies are rectified. 

 
Why not get on the front foot, develop your safe system of working on your vessel, 
train your crew in how to work safely on your vessel, regularly practice emergency 
procedures while at sea and encourage your crew to wear personal safety equipment 
when appropriate. 
 
Keep asking yourself the question - Am I doing everything to make sure my 
crew and I come home? 
 
 
Develop a Safety Management System for your Vessel 

Safety management systems (SMS) ensure commercial vessels are maintained and 
operated safely.  

If you own or operate a commercial fishing vessel (including those under the AMSA 
‘grandfathered’ arrangements) you are required by law to implement and maintain an 
SMS for your specific vessel. This includes vessels that are exempt from needing a 
certificate of operation. 

Safety management systems need to cover key elements such as safe operating 
procedures, the qualifications and training of the vessel’s crew, vessel maintenance, 
emergency procedures, practice drills at sea, workplace health and safety considerations 
and a commitment to continuous improvement. 

At any time, your SMS may be assessed by AMSA inspectors boarding your vessel, as 
part of your obligations under the general safety duty obligations within the national 
maritime safety legislation. 

A vessel may be restricted from going to sea should an inspection find problems with any 
part of an operator’s obligations (including an SMS) under the general safety duty obligations 
within the national maritime safety legislation. 

To have a look at the guidelines go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/domestic-
commercial-vessels/safety-management-systems/guidelines-safety-management 



A template safety management system is also available for vessel operators to use to 
develop there own vessel specific SMS. Go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-
operators/domestic-commercial-vessels/safety-management-systems/templates-safety-
management 

 

Carryout Regular Emergency Procedures Drills with your Crew 

Does your vessel practice emergency procedures on a regular basis, especially when a new 
crew member joins the vessel?  

Does everyone on board know exactly what to do if a man goes overboard or there is a fire 
or the vessel starts to sink or a hand goes into a winch or net drum?   

Do you know what to do? 

Your Safety Management System (SMS) should describe how to manage all these 
emergency situations BUT you must practice the emergency procedures to help train you 
and your crew to become ‘drilled’ in what to do if a real emergency arises. 

Don’t leave things to chance. Practice every three months or whenever a new crew member 
comes aboard. Log these practice sessions in your vessel log. 

Safety inspectors will expect you to show evidence that you have practiced your emergency 
procedures.  

Do you have a problem wearing a personal flotation device (PFD) while working? If so, ask 
yourself why is this a problem? – Then ask yourself if it would be a bigger problem being 
tossed overboard without a PFD fitted with a strobe light and a personal EPIRB in the 
middle of the night or in rough weather conditions? 
 
Ask your loved ones if they think it is a problem with you wearing a PFD while at sea 
or do they think that it is a waste of time doing regular training drills in emergency 
procedures? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Electrical Safety – Install Residual Currency Devices 

The State’s energy safety regulator is urging business owners to do a simple check of their 
residual current devices (RCDs) – the compulsory life-saving switches that protect against 
electrocution.  
 
RCDs instantly stop the electricity supply when they detect a fault, such as when a person 
receives an electric shock. The rapid response is designed to protect against electrocution, 
severe electrical injuries and electrical fires.  
 
The Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety recommends that RCDs should be 
tested at least every three months. It only takes a few minutes but it could save a life. 
 
RCDs are vital devices for preventing serious electrical injuries and deaths. While circuit 
breakers and fuses protect against overloading and short circuits, they will not protect 



against electrocution. No RCD means ‘no second chance’.  
 
RCDs have a built-in test button that simulates an electrical fault to confirm that the 
components respond properly.  
 
A handy video and other tips are available on the Department’s website showing the simple 
steps involved in the test:  

• Switch off electrical items in the property   
• Press the RCD test button on the switchboard   
• The RCD switch should automatically trip (activate)   
• Switch on an electrical item in the property to confirm there is no electricity supply   
• To reset, return the RCD switch to ‘on’ to resume normal operation   

 
A licensed electrical contractor should be contacted immediately if issues are detected, such 
as if electrical equipment still works when the RCD has tripped.  
 
Visit https://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/energysafety/testing-rcds for more information on 
RCDs and how to test them.  
___________________________________________________________________ 

Cyclone contingency plans must be in place 

Business owners and operators must ensure that contingency plans have been established 
and are in operation for cyclones. 

WorkSafe WA Commissioner Ian Munns said it was crucial that everyone operating at sea to 
know, and have been trained, what to do when there was a cyclone in the area. 

“Under workplace safety and health laws, employers must have adequate plans in place and 
provide adequate training to protect workers in the event of a cyclone,” Mr Munns said. 

“It only takes one to cause significant damage and suffering, as demonstrated by the tragic 
circumstances surrounding Cyclone George in 2007. 

“It’s extremely important that everyone in a workplace knows exactly what they need to do in 
the event of a cyclone threat.” 

Fishing vessels need to keep a list of sheltered anchorages and have information on how to 
use them, along with a specific action plan for each vessel depending on the distance from 
the cyclone and safe havens. 

For the commercial fishing, charter and recreational sectors, the Department of Transport 
has cyclone contingency plans for regional boat harbours at Point Samson (Johns Creek), 
Onslow (Beadon Creek), Exmouth, Carnarvon, Coral Bay and Denham. 

“Employers should not leave anything to chance when a cyclone is threatening, and must 
make sure safe work practices are in place well before a cyclone is in their vicinity,” Mr 
Munns said. 

“Whether the workplace is a fishing vessel or in a land-based location, everyone should be 
trained in the cyclone contingency plan and follow all instructions given when a cyclone is 
approaching.” 



More information at: 

http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/worksafe/cyclone-emergency-preparation-planning-and-
preparedness 

http://www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine/marine_information.asp 

http://www.transport.wa.gov.au/cyclonecontingency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/ 

 

Plan to install ‘Float-Free EPIRBS’ on your fishing vessel. 

A float-free, auto-activating EPIRB can signal a request for help within minutes of being 
submerged in water without having to be activated by a person.  

From 1 January 2021 it will be mandatory to carry ‘float free EPIRBS’ for all commercial 
fishing vessels that are:  

• equal to or greater than 12 metres in length and operate beyond 2 nautical miles 
seaward from land; and, 

• less than 12 metres in length operating in restricted offshore and offshore waters (B 
or C waters) and do not have level flotation. 

Vessels without level flotation, less than 12 metres in length and operating in D and E waters 
will not be affected by the changes. Similarly, all vessels that are less than 12 metres with 
level flotation can continue to carry the kind of EPIRB currently required regardless of where 
they operate. The change does not affect coastal life rafts.  

The National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV) was amended from 1 January 2019 
to make it mandatory for float free EPIRBs to be aboard every fishing vessel after a two-year 
transition period (ie by January 2021). 
 
Full details available at: https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/news-and-media-
releases/mandatory-float-free-epirbs 
 
 
Watch this Video to Learn Why You Need to Make Safety Resolutions 
 
If you need further ‘reason’ to make some New Year safety resolutions why don’t you and 
your crew watch the video at the following link: 
https://www.facebook.com/SeafoodIndustryAustralia/videos/2168321450073502/ 
 
Watch the real life stories from Australian fishing industry operators and their families on the 
near misses and the tragic losses at sea. 
 
 
Survey regime changes from 1 July 2018—what you need to know   
 
AMSA has simplified the vessel survey regime reducing the frequency of surveys required 
where a vessel owner with a good safety and maintenance record and mitigates risk through 



other measures. This aims to create an environment whereby an operator implements a 
system to identify and manage problems with the vessel on a daily basis, rather than only at 
the time of periodic survey.   
 
Vessels that perform poorly during survey or compliance monitoring activities could be 
moved into a higher survey frequency level. 
 
The new system will also allow surveys to be more easily aligned with vessel maintenance to 
reduce cost of slipping a vessel and loss of fishing time. Under the proposed new 
requirements, periodic surveys may occur up to three months prior to and three months after 
the due date, providing a six month window.  
  
From 1 July 2018, all domestic commercial vessels that are required to have a certificate of 
survey will need to be surveyed in accordance with the frequency and requirements in the 
new Marine Order 503.  
 
How these changes affect you will vary depending on:  

• the type of vessel 
• whether you hold a current survey certificate  
• when your certificate for survey is due for renewal 
• if you have other approvals or exemptions in place.  

 
From late May 2018 AMSA has begun contacting vessel owners who hold a certificate of 
survey directly by mail to let you know what these changes mean for you.   
 
AMSA will issue you with an updated schedule to your certificate that will outline your new 
survey frequency category and new survey dates.  
 
AMSA will have the ability to increase survey frequency where it is evident that a vessel is 
not being maintained to the required standard. This will apply to all vessels, including vessels 
which have had their survey regimes grandfathered and non-survey vessels, and will enable 
AMSA to manage the risks of vessels which are outside the survey regime. It will also allow 
AMSA to move vessels into annual survey, where appropriate.   
 
AMSA is aiming at inspecting 10% of all vessels annually using port marine surveyors and 
marine inspectors as part of its existing inspection program.   
 
 
What are the Accident Reporting Obligations on a Vessel Owner or Master 

Under the Navigation Act, the owner or master of a DCV must make the reports mentioned 
below, if the DCV is involved in, or causes, a marine incident that involves one or more of the 
following: 

• the death of a person 
• serious injury to a person 
• the loss of a vessel 
• the loss of a person from the vessel 
• significant damage to a vessel 
• loss of cargo of a vessel. 

Under the Marine Safety (Domestic Commercial Vessel) National Law Act 2012, the owner 
or master of a fishing vessel must report a marine incident that has affected, or is likely to 
affect, the safety, operation or seaworthiness of the vessel. 



A preliminary report must be made to AMSA within 4 hours after the master/owner 
becomes aware of the incident, and by using the incident alert form 18. 

An additional detailed report must then be made to AMSA within 72 hours after the 
master/owner becomes aware of the incident, and by using the incident report form 19. 
 
More information go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/incident-reporting/what-
are-my-reporting-obligations 
 
 
 
AMSA Takeover National Marine Safety Management from 1st July 2018 
 
From 1st July 2018, the Australian Marine Safety Management Authority (AMSA) took over 
sole responsibility for marine management of commercial vessels in Australia, including all 
fishing vessels. 
 
AMSA has several communications options for vessel owners, skipper or crew. 
  
Access services online – www.amsa.gov.au - has a variety of new features and 
information. From July 2018 you’ll be able to transact online at a time that suits you. Find 
self-service tools and resources to help keep you up to date with your safety obligations.  
 
Talk to a Person - AMSA Connect (1800 627 484) – operators will be available from 8am to 
5pm (Western Standard Time) so you can talk to one of their highly skilled customer service 
team when you need to. They will answer most of your questions on the spot or refer you to 
AMSA’s technical operators for more complex questions.  
 
They will also guide you through application processes, take payments, and book 
assessments for tickets.  
 
Visit in person - Regional services will be available from one of 19 AMSA offices around 
Australia. Staff will be on hand to give you technical advice and assist you with your safety 
management systems. They’ll also conduct higher-level assessments and perform 
compliance and enforcement activities.  
 
WA: Tel 08 9430 2100 / Level 3, No.3 Cantonment Street, Fremantle WA 6959 
 
To understand how to access your historical records from the WA Department of Transport 
(Marine) go to: https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/transition-national-
system/western-australia-changes-domestic-commercial-vessel 
 

 

	


