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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

• Thank you to the Rock Lobster Fishing Industry and the Western Rock Lobster Council for the provision of 14 Satellite 
Tracking Buoys.

• 10 in 2018 and another 4 in 2019

These buoys developed by DPIRD Research Scientist Dr. Jason How and Technical Officer Ben Hebiton,  have been one of 
the most significant advances in the successful disentanglement of whales in Western Australia.

The tags have been supplied to our 10 teams around the state and provide the ability for teams to track a whale while 
planning for the safest operation to complete a full disentanglement.

The ability to place a tag on the entanglement and remove the pressure of hours in the day, weather and sea conditions 
and experience of responders, gives responders a new level of safety.

On behalf of all DBCA and DPIRD responders 

Thank you to the Rock Lobster Fishing Industry 
and the Council.



DBCA Large Whale 
Entanglement Program

• Developed in 1992 in response to a Southern 
Right Whale caught up in a Crab Tangle Net in 
Cockburn Sound.

• A team of (6) specialists trained to deal with 
entangled whales along the Western Australian 
Coastline.

• Training based on international best practice 
model.

• In the early 2000’s weight of numbers required 
additional trained staff around the state.



Our Team

• Over 140 Trained responders from Esperance to Broome

• Parks and Wildlife Service and DPIRD Fisheries Officers

• Ongoing Training with Annual Refreshers



Levels of Accreditation
DBCA has a four level system of accreditation based on aptitude for
the task and experience with whales.

The act of disentangling a whale is regarded as high risk and the
training is heavily focused on safety of responders.

The levels of accreditation reflect the responders experience and
particular skill set.

(vessel master/animal behaviour/risk management)



Common misconceptions

• Whales know that we are here to help and will cooperate….

• Getting in the water is usually necessary

• Something must be done immediately

• Cut as much of the entanglement off as you can, its better than 
nothing.



So why don’t we train Industry?

• High risk of injury to responders

• Risk of damage to vessel and fishing equipment

• Liability- who covers the individual/vessel in case of an accident?

• AMSA requirements- SMS

• Applicable legislation- ‘under the direct supervision of a Wildlife 
Officer’

• Specialist equipment required- boats/knives



Joe Howlett
Died 11th July 2017

Fisherman from Campobello Canada 

Trained- 15 years Experience





Doug 
Coughran





Legislation
Under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and the Biodiversity 
Conservation Regulations 2018, any attempt to disentangle a whale 
must be under the direct supervision of a Wildlife Officer.

Vessels should approach no closer than 100m to a whale. Penalties 
can apply.



Media
Whale entanglements are visual, emotive and often dynamic, three key 
ingredients for a great story. DBCA works closely with DPIRD Fisheries to 
manage any media that surrounds an entanglement.

• DBCA takes the position that no blame should be levelled at a legitimate, 
managed fishery, that makes all efforts to mitigate interaction with 
marine fauna.

• Every effort will be made to not allow identification of an individual 
fisher in any media undertaken by the department.

• The department will continue to publicly promote a positive and 
collaborative working relationship between the Industry, DPIRID and 
DBCA to mitigate the number of entanglements.



What can you do to assist?
The dont’s

• Don’t winch the whale up to your vessel.

• Don’t cut any of the entanglement from the whale.

• Don’t approach the whale



What can you do to assist?
The do’s

• Apply all mitigation strategies outlined in the Management Plan

• Report all entanglements as soon as possible

• Contact DBCA or DPIRD

• Standby entangled whale until response teams can arrive



Reporting

• Contact: DBCA (08) 9219 9837 or DPIRD  Fishwatch 1800 815 507

• Name of the person/vessel reporting

• Contact details (phone/radio call sign)

• Type of vessel

• Time and date of Entanglement

• Location (lat/long) and general description (ie 5nm due west of Ocean Reef 
Boat Harbor)

• What was observed- size/description of whale, type of entanglement, how it is 
entangled, moving or stopped.

• Are you able able to remain on site

• Environmental conditions (wind, waves, swell, depth)



Response time by DBCA
▪ We continue to work on improving response times, the reality is that DBCA 

staff are not standing by on a vessel to respond to a report of an entangled 
whale.

o Staff will need to be pulled off other works (possibly terrestrial) to 
attend, or back into work if on days off.

o Appropriately certified staff must be available (at least one level 3)

▪ We require a minimum of 3 trained responders to man the point boat and 
at least two trained responders on the support vessel.

o The both vessels must have appropriate survey to operate in the area 
of the entanglement

o Vessels may need to be trailered and launched.

▪ Equipment is stored in regional and district offices around the state, these 
locations are often not located on the coast.



QUESTIONS?


