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/
ter COV1D-19 Response - Management Plan
Amenaments

Thank you for your letters of 8 May and 13 May 2020 providing final feedback
on the proposed management changes to help minimise the economic impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic on operators in the West Coast Rock Lobster
Managed Fishery (Fishery).
I acknowledge that undertaking consultation on this complex and sometimes
difficult matter during a time of unprecedented change, with travel restrictions
and social distancing posed a significant challenge. I wish to congratulate
Western Rock Lobster (Council) on the level of competent and mature
leadership shown over the past months, resulting in this plan to maintain
Western Australia s most valuable fishery.
After considering your recommendations, I have approved:

1. an extension of the current season to 30 June 2021 with a revised total
allowable commercial catch of 9,000 tonnes (Zone A 1,620 tonnes;
Zone B 2,880 tonnes and Zone C 4,500 tonnes);
2. the subsequent fishing season dates to be 1 July 2021 - 14 January 2022
(the 2021-22 season); then from 15 January 2022 - 14 January 2023 (the
2022-23 season);
3. the third instalment payment for access fees in the current season to be
deferred from 15 September 2020 to 15 March 2021;
4. provision for fees to be paid via three instalments (due 1 July,
15 September and 15 November 2021) in the 6.5-month season
commencing on 1 July 2021;
5. 50% of the normal access fees will be payable for the 2021-22 season, and
150% of the normal access fees will be payable for the 2022-23 season
(noting these fees will be gazetted in the Fish Resources Management
Regulations 1995 in due course);
6. provisions to ensure temporary transfers will extend through until
30 June 2021 (unless entitlement is unfished and a further application to
temporarily transfer entitlement is received after 15 January 2021);
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7. a maximum pot usage of 200 pots per licence from the date of gazettal
through to 31 October 2020, and from 1 May to 30 June 2021;
8. the requirement for fishers to provide information on actual pot usage to
the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development
(Department) via Fish Eye or Catch and Disposal Records,
9. modified gear (to minimise whale entanglements) to be required as of
1 April to 31 October each year;
10. the introduction of new arrangements to allow fishers to undertake their
own direct sales of unmarked lobsters to persons and businesses who are

not registered receivers (details provided in Attachment 1); and
11 .the removal of the requirement for weighing of lobster to be done outside,
subject to the weighing and the scale reading being visible from outside.
I have asked the Department to expedite the necessary amendments to the
West Coast Rock Lobster Management Plan 2012 with a view to having the
COVID-19 package implemented early in the third quarter of this year.
In approving the above elements, I have noted your commitment to continue
engaging with licence holders on the issue of whale entanglement mitigation
and specifically the development of trigger levels for additional management
measures (based on reported number of entanglements).

I appreciate the level of industry collaboration with the WA Government and
the leadership shown by industry to develop this package. I look forward to
this Fishery continuing to provide a valuable economic and social contribution
to the WA community.
Thank you for your assistance with this matter.
Yours sincerely

Enc. Attachment 1 Details of back of boat sales mechanism
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Attachment 1
Details of back of boat sales mechanism

After reviewing the feedback from Western Rock Lobster the proposed grading and
marking requirements have not been included in the final arrangements for the back of
boat sales mechanism. In response a new requirement has been introduced to restrict
sales of the back of boat lobsters to persons and businesses who are NOT registered
receivers.

The intention is to create two separate and distinct supply chains for lobsters;
i) Registered receivers can purchase unlimited quantities of lobsters direct
from fishers, but must provide a second weight of the consignment for all
lobsters they receive to the Department of Primary Industries and Regional

Development (Department);
ii) People and business who are NOT registered receivers can purchase up to

100 lobsters per landing, and are not required to provide the Department
with a weight of these lobsters. This would allow the fisher to undertake retail
sales to members of the public, and wholesale sales to restaurants or fish
retail shops.
The details of the back of boat sales mechanism, to be incorporated into the West
Coast Rock Lobster Management Plan 2012 are as follows:

• Permit fishers to directly sell up to 100 lobsters per landing to a person or business
who is not a registered receiver;
• Sales can be made by fisher at wharf or any other location;
• Permit fishers to alternatively retain these lobsters for their own use, if not sold;
• The number of lobsters and number of containers being landed under this provision
needs to be indicated in the pre-landing nomination made via Fish Eye. Fishers

therefore must be using Fish Eye to use this provision of the Plan;
• Lobsters are to be landed in sealed, tagged containers, and weighed by fisher upon

entering an Approved Landing Area (or in Zone A (Abrolhos Islands) must be
weighed when removing lobster from a designated holding area or delivering

lobster to a carrier boat);
• Fisher to report weight of lobsters as a separate consignment; and reported weight

is to be deducted from the entitlement held on the licence;
• Lobsters to be held in sealed containers until 10 minutes after the weight is
reported, after which tags can be removed and lobsters don t need to be held or
transported in a sealed container (except on a carrier boat);
• Fishers will be permitted to use scales owned by registered receivers to weigh the
direct sales consignment; so long as the master remains in control of the containers
and they are not consigned to the registered receiver;
• A person transporting rock lobster landed under this mechanism must have a
receipt, transport docket or other document regarding the rock lobster in the
person s actual possession which shows the weight or number of rock lobster being

transported; and that the rock lobster being transported were lawfully purchased or
obtained;
• Lobsters can be transported in any number;
• There will be no possession limit for lobsters landed under this mechanism;
• Fisher must issue receipts to purchaser; and
• All references to personal consumption’ will be removed from the Plan.
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Abrolhos Islands (Zone A) specific arrangements;
• Fishers may either bring the lobsters ashore for their own use, and / or a
consignment of these lobsters may be transported to the mainland via a carrier boat,
in sealed containers; and
• Once the carrier boat arrives at the mainland, the consignment should be collected
by a person who has been nominated in writing as an authorised person to act on
behalf of that licence holder. This person then may remove the tags 10 minutes after
they have collected the consignment from the carrier boat.

