
Hon Peter Tinley AM MLA
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Chairman
Western Rock Lobster
PO Box 1605
FREMANTLE WA 6959
Via email:  att@westernrocklobster.orq

December 2020 regarding the proposal from Western
Rock Lobster (WRL) for an extension to the commercial season commencing on 1 July
2021. I also note your previous correspondence dated 16 October 2020 with advice on
the Total Allowable Commercial Catch (TACC) for a 6.5-month season, and
commentary on the increased risks to industry associated with a truncated fishing
season.

I appreciate the current disruption to the Chinese market has had a major impact on
the rock lobster fishery. In meeting this challenge, the State Government is committed
to working with industry to ensure the best outcomes are achieved for both the fishing
industry and the community of Western Australia.

Under the current circumstances, I also recognise that reaching a consensus on
season length issues has been a challenge, and I commend WRL for their persistence
in facilitating an industry position.

After considering your recommendation, I have approved an 18.5-month commercial
fishing season that will commence on 1 July 2020 and conclude on 14 January 2023,
which will be known as the 2021/23 season. To give effect to this decision,
amendments will be made to the West Coast Rock Lobster Managed Fishery
Management Plan 2012 (Plan).

As a consequence of the season extension there are additional elements that need to
be resolved and included in the Plan. I would appreciate if WRL could provide its
recommendations in regards to:

1. the TACC for the 2021/23 (18.5 month) season;
2. the timing of access fee instalment dates for the 2021/23 season; and
3. the proportion of the access fee to be payable at each instalment.
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The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (Department) has
also identified some additional administrative amendments to the Plan, to more fully
reflect the original policy intention. The Department will consult with you in early 2021
on the details, with a view to incorporating these changes into the Plan at the same
time as the other amendments arising from the season extension.

Thank you for the advice you have provided to date, and I look forward to your further
feedback on the additional issues in early 2021. If you have any further queries, please
contact Graeme Baudains on 6551 4427.

Wishing you and your members a safe and happy festive season.

Yours sincerely
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